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Sperry's ‘white Fleet,
- the messenger of peace.
i and : Soodwill.
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The . Condition  of Japan Hall a | “friendly service of the first Americnn
contury ago was such that, if it were . | < diplomat. His life was in danger at
told by s story teller, would be found
to be fabrication to those who know the
present Jepan. - But it is n matter
of history when we sny that salutes
fired by Commodore Perry off Uraga
in 1853 drove the frightened villagers *|  the knowledge of foreign affairs. It
to the nearest hills to escape bom- was he who kept flying Lis flag when
bardment. , “The black ehips,” as [ At other diplomats struck thelrs and
the foreign ressels were called in those | laft the copital.” Among many - in-
days, were dreaded 2s objeéts of des- | stances of American friendsbip, it is

he - Uni Stotes . fleet - | the sttitude of Mz Harris that

t Yokohama (o-day is | remeniber with the profo
oth preciativn.  Perry's ships were painte
ed black while the colour of Spérry's
ships is white. . -This~ great diffor-

€oce in lnos sefves to show the e
parkable difference of conditiona pre-
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times whils he was discharging his
dutios as the diplomatic representative
_of America. But be stood firm in
bis post over acting_as an. edviser, to
our authorities who ‘ware deficient o
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in Jopan now and fifty yesrs
(e United States- flects visit-
twice in. half a ‘tentery,
d they come in so marked a
fity years latee draws our compatriols | wvontrast s far 4y Wheir appesvavce
1o the shores Rocs, brings 1o ax one and the stmo

This -~ wonderfal change -in nar”,| -message of peace and goodwill. - 1tis *
sentiment is to be ascribed to the | . ns sach that we extend to them the
friendship of the Uhitod States. ' It °| ‘Thieartiest welcome. And it is our exs
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was the government and people of .| “pectation that this visit will render
America that acted as the guide for an officient service in removing what-
us i the path of moders civilization. ever- misunderstang thers may. have

1t was the United States thot took us Lecn and thus create an cpoch in
by hand and introduced ue fo the | cementing the traditional friendalii
comity of nations. : The United | of both'countries. . We have charters

“Slates was at once the friend ‘and ‘|- a steamer o mest and receive the

+* guide for us and this important mis- | flest ofour frendly neighbour fox

sion of introducing us to the Powers | - expressing our - sincerest ' welcome.

of the. world commenced with the We confident that we have the

g hick was'consum- llest support, not oaly of the people

iont and friendly | o apd ‘Yokohama, but of the
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toil of Mr: Townsend Harris. Japan | whole country
Temembers and can never forget the v
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